A Statement On Behalf of the Muslim Community of Greater Boston

We who are representatives of the Greater Boston interreligious and intercultural community are
shocked and saddened by the allegations of planned terrorist attacks attributed to Tarek Mehanna. We
support the statement issued by the Muslim American Society of Boston: “if the accusations are true
then we are horrified and unequivocally condemn the perpetrators of such acts and pray for justice. If
he is innocent then we pray for a just judicial process and his speedy release.” We also share the
concerns of our Muslim brothers and sisters that they will be unfairly stereotyped because of these
events.

Hence, even as we await the full disclosure of all the relevant facts in this matter, we are fearful that
regardless of the outcome, there are some who will seize upon what occurred as a justification for
painting all Muslims with the brush of suspicion and mistrust. We therefore call upon our friends and
neighbors, upon all decent and honorable people not to be swayed by such emotions nor by the rhetoric
of those who would exploit them. We dare not forget at moments such as these that when one group is
assailed for the acts of a few, no group is immune from a similar fate.
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